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dour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." - 
; From "First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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GENEVA AND SCHIERS 
By ANNALEE STEWART 


Geneva and Schiers! Around those names cluster the 
memories of days of discussion of WILPF policies at the 
International Executive in Geneva and lively debate on the 
topic, “What Do We Understand by a True Democracy?” 
at the International Summer School at Schiers. There will 
be time only to tell about the Executive now. 

Twelve countries sent representatives, including gallant 
Yella Hertzka who came from Austria and courageous Lola 
Hanouskova from Czechoslovakia. Germany was represented 
for the first time by enthusiastic Magda Hoppstock-Huth. 

_ A full agenda began with reports of the Sections which 
showed varying degrees of activity and growth. They also 
revealed the courage and vision that characterize WILPF 
spirits in dealing with the present tensions and problems 
of post-war reconstruction. Continued lack of necessities in 
so many countries, misunderstanding within and between 
nations, and rigorous rationing in many nations brought 
home to me the great plenty we have and take so for granted. 

A whole day was given to the report of our Liaison 
~ Officer to the United Nations, Gertrude Baer, who gave us 

a vivid picture of her varied activities, including the descrip- 
tion of our being given Consultative Status with the United 
Nations. We owe a great deal to her persistent, untiring 
efforts for this honor. Extensive discussion over WILPF 
policy and future action followed. We urged strong sup- 
port of the United Nations as the only present instrument 
for world cooperation and conciliation and the hope of many 
to prevent the colossal tragedy of World War Ill. - 

Lively debate in true WIL spirit on the general political 
situation and our plans of action extended for two days 

‘during which thought was given to various international 
roblems such as East and West Relations, United States 
Role in World Affairs, Palestine and the Middle East, Colonial 
and Mediterranean Problems, European Federation as a 
Step toward World Government and Internationalization of 
the Waterways and Polar Regions. 

Resolutions were prepared on Colonial Policy, Greece, 
Children and Young People in Military Service, International 
Pact of Human Rights, World Governnient, Investigation of 
the Financial Interests involved in the possession and control 
of materials used in the production of weapons of mess 


destruction (oil, fissionable material, germs), Palestine, and 
the support of the United Nations Pro for World Dis- 
armament which is to be on the of the General As- 
sembly in Paris. 

ion to the United States role in world affairs varied 
between quite definite approval (Denmark) to opposition 
(part of the French delegation). In between were Great 
Britain “feeling it necessary to accept it but some fear of 
controls”; Norway, “We regret that the Marshall Plan was 
not put under the United Nations”; Germany, “It was the 
first bit of international cooperation we heard about. 
Great hope on one side and fear on the other”; Sweden, 
“We look at the Marshall Plan as help for world reconstruc- 
tion ... in the movement toward West European Union, our 
Parliament does not want to go into a lining between 
East and West, but we will cooperate economically”; Austria, 
“It is difficult to be bound by food to the East and by culture 
to the West. . . . We could probabl manage if we were 
alone but we are far from being left alone.” 


Dorothy Robinson ably presented. the financial of... 


the International and upon recommendation of the Fi 
Committee it was voted to invite Miss Ann L. Bloch to be 
our International Secretary with headquarters in Geneva. 
After a period of training she will visit the sections in various 
countries and help prepare for the 1949 Congress. Our Inter- 
national office was moved back to “The Maison,” after the 
Executive Meeting. 

The next International Congress of the WILPF. will be 
held in Copenhagen, Denmark, August 15-19, 1949, pre- 
ceded by the Executive Meeting. Begin planning now for 
plan a ing tour for ations following the Con- 

ess. With ihe many disagreements and conflicts which 
ave weakened the United Nations and broken up interna- 
tional conferences and commissions, it is most important 
that we demonstrate a better way so that we can show to the 
world that we are an important and united organization with 
members from East and West sitting down peacefully and 
cooperatively to work at mutual problems. The 
constitutes one of the challenging voices in our world of 


deepened schisms issuing a clear call for devoted, calm, and 


‘persistent effort to unite and heal « war-torn world. 
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PAN-PACIFIC PLANS 


In order to implement the international principles and 
program of the WILPF, the Pan-Pacific Committee has been 
reorganizing and its work is slowly taking shape. The long- 
range program must reach into all countries touching upon 
the vast Pacific. But a more modest beginning must be made 
with a short-range plan. We shall start with specific areas 
which are considered strategic in the eyes of the world, the 
United Nations, and our own organization. These danger 
spots are Alaska, Korea, the Pacific Islands, and Panama. 


I have requested this space in FOUR LIGHTS to explain 
the skeleton of our plans because I consider it important that 
our entire membership be acquainted with our efforts and 
be willing to help with suggestions and actual work. I hope 
I shall be bombarded by volunteers, members who are 
especially interested in or acquainted with one or the other 
of these strategic areas. Already I have had three volunteers 
to undertake the chairmanship of three sub-committees, and 
there is only one area still to be spoken for. Mrs. Carolyn 
Threlkeld of Berkeley, California will take Panama. Mrs. 
Margaret Fredsell of Northville, Michigan will develop the 
Alaska area, and Miss Elizabeth Vickland, also of Northville, 
Michigan will work on the Pacific Islands. We have made a 
good start. 


_ These chairmen will need much help. Three or four 
more members must be added to each sub-committee. In 
this way we will have some sixteen people all busy at develop- 
ing a better understanding of the Pan-Pacific work. Back- 
ground material should come from any reliable source, and 
current events must be watched in press and magazines. In 
some instances there are available special publications which 
are most enlightening. Such material can be sent to the 
proper chairman or to me. Eventually, with this accumulation 
of iene and opinions our group will stand on firm ground 


and be able to give authentic opinions and recommendations | 


to the National at regular intervals and in emergencies. 


Further, we must have a sub-committee for correspond- 
ence. We want to get from sympathetic sources and persons 
names of people who can be contacted in the larger area of 
study—in Japan, China, India, Australia, and New Zealand—- 
people who might be the nucleus of a Branch in any of 
those sections. To such persons we can write and send WIL 
literature and eventually, we hope, undertake through them 
the proper So semeeey work. This all may take time— 
but it will make a good beginning towards spreading WIL 
ideas into entirely new worlds. 


Without the advice and encouragement of Mrs. C. E. 
Woodruff of the Puerto Rican Committee, Miss Harriet Carter 
of Pittsburgh, Chairman of our own International Division, 
and Mrs. Gladys Walser of New York, I could not have 
made this beginning to my task. I extend to them my warm 
personal thanks. I now ask for more help from the member- 
ship at large without whom this Pan-Pacific work cannot 
proceed successfully. To develop this new field for our inter- 
national activities we must all work together. My own task, 
is one of coordination and direction. Have I any volunteers? 

atio hairman, Pan-Pacific Committee. 
10737 Le Conte Ave., f 
Los Angeles 24, California. 


JANE ADDAMS CALENDARS READY 
Remember to send in your order for the 1949 JANE 
ADDAMS CALENDAR now while there are sufficient copics 
to insure that your order can be filled. They are attractive 
and useful; to give an all-year reminder of Jane Addams’ 
message 6f peace seems a most appropriate Christmas idea. 
Price $1.15, $.90 on consignment basis..Send orders to 


Literature Department, 2006 Walnut St, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Road, Berkeley 8. 


MARIE LOUS-MOHR  VISITII 


The United States Section is honored to have as its 
guest this fall Miss Marie Lous-Mohr, an International co- 
chairman of the WILPF and a distinguished Norwegian 


peace leader. 


Miss Mohr arrived in New York on September 13 where 
she was met and entertained by the New York Branch. 
Further plans for her stay ‘in this country are still tentative 
because it was not known until late summer that the com- 
plicated arrangements for her trip could be completed. We. 
know that WIL women all over the country will want to 
see and hear Miss Mohr who will also welcome speaking 
engagements with other organizations such as church groups, 
women’s clubs, schools and colleges. She speaks fluent 
English after being educated in England as well as France 
and Germany and is an attractive, charming, and warm 
personality who will appeal greatly to American audiences. 


A teacher in a co-educational secondary school near 
Oslo, Miss Mohr has also been active in the Teachers Pro- 
fessional Association and the Association of University Women. 
She is vice-chairman of the Norwegian Peace Council. In 
1934 she was awarded a scholarship by the League of Nations, 
which enabled her to live in Geneva and make a study of 
its work. Since then she has been in many parts of Europe, 
including both “eastern” and “western” nations. She was 
elected chairman of the Norwegian Section of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom and has been 
a delegate to international committees and congresses for the 
past fourteen years. At the Luxembourg Congress in 1946 
she was made International co-chairman, thus following in 


the steps of Jane Addams and Emily Greene Balch. 


When the Germans suddenly invaded Norway, Marie . 
Lous-Mohr became one of the leaders of the teachers’ re- 
sistance movement. With the aid of the Swedish Branch of 
the WILPF she succeeded in smuggling many of the Jewish 
children across the border to a place of safety in Swedish 
homes. As a result she was imprisoned in the notorious 


MRS. STEWART ON WE! 


Our energetic National President, Mrs. Annalee Stewart, 
is on a two-months’ speaking trip through the middle and 
far West. Having just returned from Europe where she 
attended the International Executive meeting held in Geneva, 
she has up-to-the-minute. information concerning WIL sec- © 
tions abroad and conditions in the countries she visited. Mrs. 
Stewart left the East on September 10, and after speaking at 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, Fargo, North Dakota, and Vancouver, 
she arrived in Portland, Oregon on Monday, September 20 
for the National W. C. T. U. Convention where io was one 
of the principal speakers during their week of meetings. 


Beginning October 1, she will be available in California 


“speaking under the auspices of our WIL branches in that 


state. Even at this date, it may be possible to arrange further 
engagements for Mrs. Stewart in this area. This is a wonder- 
ful opportunity for Californians to acquaint their friends 
and community with our able~ and charming president who 
is such an eloquent and informed speaker. . 


From October 1 to 7, Mrs. Stewart will. be in northern 
California in the San Francisco region. For specific informa- 
tion concerning the dates and places where she will speak, 
communicate with Mrs. Margaret Hayes, 117 Tamalpais 
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From October 8 to 21, the Los Angeles Branch will be 
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VISITING UNITED STATES 


prison and concentration camp at Grini for more than two 
years. Even in prison she became a leader so her sentence 
was increased. She was condemned to solitary confinement, 
in which she remained until she was liberated on May 7, 1945. 
The story of her experiences and her unbroken spirit in spite 
of starvation and privation by the Nazis is a remarkable one. 


* Miss Mohr has suggested the following subjects for 
speeches which will guide you in approaching other groups 
for speaking engagements on her behalf: Norway under 
Nazi Occupation and Today; My Experiences During Two 
and a Half Years in a Nazi Concentration Camp; Children 
Under Dictatorship—What One Norwegian Teacher Learned 
from the Nazis; How the Non-Violent Resistance Movement 
Worked in Norway; The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom in a Changing World; Through Two 
World Wars—What Women in Europe are Thinking and 
Feeling. 

We are including an approximate schedule of Miss Mohr’s 
engagements during October and early November to assist 
local branches in planning meetings for her. After a few 
days in New York and Philadelphia, she will be the guest 
of Emily Greene Balch in the New England area, before 
going to Toronto. 


October 4-7—Toronto 

October 8—Michigan, then Chicago 
October 19—Milwaukee ‘ 
October 28—Minnesota 

November 1-15—Ohio and Indiana 
November 15-30—New York State. 

Thus there is still opportunity to make arrangements 
for speeches in late November and December, and there are 
still dates open in October in certain areas. Correspondence 
regarding engagements for Miss Mohr should be addressed 
to Mrs. Mildred Olmsted, 2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3. 


This is Miss Mohr’s first visit to America. We bid her 
an enthusiastic welcome and hope she will have an enjoy- 
able and profitable stay. 


YN WESTERN SPEAKING TRIP 


' 
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hostess to Mrs Stewart, who will speak in Pasadena on 
October 13, in Santa Cruz on October 14, and in Los Angeles 
on the 19th. For further details of these meetings and 
others in the process of arrangement as we go to press, 
consult Mrs. Gladys Greene, 1360 S. Orange Drive, Los 


Angeles 35. 


Swinging East again after this exacting schedule, Mrs. 
Stewart will stop over in Las Vagas, Nevada on October 22 
before speaking in Denver, Colorado on the evening of 
October 23 under the auspices of: our Denver Branch, For 
the rest of her trip, we are able at this date to furnish only 
an approximate time table, which is, of course, subject to 
change but it is still possible to arrange meetings for Mrs. 
Stewart in Kansas, Iowa, Missouri, and Nebraska between 
October 25 and Noember 13. We need names of potential 
members. and women interested in peace in these states. 
Won't you send them in at once to the Philadelphia Office, 
2006 Walnut St., Philadelphia 3? ; 


The rest of Mrs. Stewart’s schedule follows for your 
convenience: 
October 30—North Newton, Kansas, auspices of Bethel College 
November 3-7—Iowa 


November 8-13—St. Louis and Chicago 
November 14-15—Milwaukee. 


QUESTIONNAIRE TO CANDIDATES FOR 
NATIONAL OFFICE IN 1948 


Note:—In the important coming national elections, our Legis-~ 
lative Office in Washington is eager to secure information concern- 
ing the views of all candidates for national office on the vital questions 
below. Branches and individual members are urged to circulate 
copies of this questionnaire among candidates in their district. For 
the sake of uniformity in tabulation it is requested that the answers 
be yes or nv, with sufficient space left below the questions for any 
comments the candidate may care to make. Questionnaires should 
be returned as early as possible to our Legislative Office, 1734 F 
Street N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 

Of the many issues which today concern us, we have 
selected a few on which we should appreciate your giving 


your views: 


1. Will you work for strengthening the United Nations 
(1) by urging it as the agency for the handling of an in- 
creasing proportion of all action in the international field? 
(2) by advocating U. S. support of its actions and its agencies? 

2. Will you work for United States leadership towards 
universal disarmament under international controls through 
urging the UN to call a general disarmament conference? 

3. Will you support placing the strategic Pacific Islands, 
now under U. S. trusteeship, under international trustee- 
ship as provided in the UN Charter? 

4.. Will you seek to continue U. S. economic aid to 
European Recovery over the next three years? 

5. Will you oppose the establishment of universal - 
military training or the transformation into UMT of the draft? 
6. Will you support repeal of the peace-time draft? 

7. Will you work for the passage of federal legislation 
against lynchings? to abolish the poll tax? to establish a 
permanent Fair Employment Practices Commission? 

8. In order to abolish the discriminatory features, will 
you work for immediate revision of the law just passed to 
admit displaced persons? 

9. Will you support early removal from immigration 
laws of all discrimination b on race or national origin? 

10. For the safeguarding of American civil liberties 
will you oppose appropriations for the Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee? 

11. Will you support strong measures, including price 
i and rationing of scarce commodities, to in- 

ont . 


Name of Candidate 


EXHIBIT IN PARIS 


In response to a request from Chester S. Williams, Public 
Liaison Officer, U. S. Mission to UN, the WIL has recently 
sent a portfolio of pamphlets and educational materials for 
exhibit at the United Nations General: Assembly in Paria. 
The portfolio includes samples of our literature ing 
activities in varied fields, various announcements of past 
meetings, photographs, etc. It is hoped that it may attract 
the attention of both representatives of non-governmental 
organizations visiting the Assembly and members of various 
dchiguiiies to the activities of the WIL in promoting under- 
standing of the United Nations and public participation in 
the formulation of a foreign policy for peace. 

We are also cooperating with the American Association 
for the United Nations in the observance of United Nations 
Week, October 17-24, and urge that local branches contact 
local United Nations Councils for similar cooperation. 
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DRAFT 


A Challenge To Women 


Recently we received from Pearl Buck her annual dues 
in the WIL, accompanied by a special message to WIL 
women. She writes, “If women could make up their minds 
that they would no longer tolerate war, there would be no 
more war. If women from the time their sons were born, 
taught them the truth about war, that war is evil and futile, 
that war can always be prevented if taken in time, that there 
never was a necessary war, that war is not inevitable, men 
would grow up rejecting war. Upon women rests the pri- 
mary responsibility for peace.” She goes on to speak of 


“her sorrowful amazement” when she went to Washington | 


to testify against UMT and “saw the representative of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs vote, ‘on behalf of 
two million women’ for complete militarization and then 
saw the representative of the National Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Association do the same thing. Until 
then I believed that women, when they understood what the 
next war would be, would somehow prevent it for humanity’s 
sake. Now I see that women, like men, get some sort of 
strange excitement and pleasure out of war, and it is only 
individual women who, being more rational, will work 
against it.” 

This brings out clearly the tremendous task which rests 
upon us, a small but stalwart group in this fateful hour of 
history. Only by strenuous and devoted work can we hope 
to show that groups of women can be as rational as individuals 
and can shoulder their “primary responsibility for Peace” 


_in an intelligent and effective way. 


Literature Corner 


You And The United Nations, by Lois Fisher. 
Children’s Press, 60 cents. . 


Although originally intended for children, this book 
has become a message of universal appeal without age limita- 
tions. Through striking often humorus drawings and simple 
informative text, the United Nations and its fundamentals 
are brought to life. Lois Fisher has presented a great idea 
so simply that it lands right at the level of daily living to 
stimulate independent thinking and a sense of personal re- 
sponsibility in one’s home, city, country and world. For 
everyone—l10 years on up. 


ANY BOOK YOU WANT 


from the National Literature Department. Simply send us 
the title, and if known, the author and publisher. For the 
regular retail price you will receive the book in the mail— 
postage prepaid—and the service doesn’t cost you a penny. 
For gift books we will mail direct to the destination re- 
quested by you, with your card enclosed. Let us save you 
time, money, and mailing worries—and help the WIL! 


HANDBOOK AVAILABLE NOW 


The new 1948-49 Handbook for the United States Section is 
ready now for distribution. It has already been sent to all branch 
leaders but may be obtained by others from the Literature Depart- 
ment, 2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3, by sending in an order 
accompanied by 50 cents. It contains names of all national, state, 
county, and branch officers as well as names of committee chairmen 
on the national and the local level. 


Bequests To The WIL 


The WIL has just been the recipient of $1000, a 
bequest from Lydia G. Wentworth of Massachusetts, who 
died in March, 1947. This sum is to be used as a revolving 
reserve fund, so that special projects may be undertaken 
without hazard to the daily maintenance of our work. We 
have been notified of four other bequests in the past two 
years, which will be paid to us with the settlement of each 
estate; one to the International by Matta Soik of Wisconsin, 
and the others to the National by Jessie W. Overholt, Emma 
Pischel, and Esther Gerber, all of California. Several of 
our members have asked how they, too, can implement their 
desire for world peace and express their confidence in the 
work of the WIL by including the organization in their wills. 
Here is a suggested form of bequest: 


I give and bequeath to the WILPF, United States Section, 
with headquarters at 1734 “F” Street, Washington, D. C., 
and 2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., the sum 
(or specified securities, or a specific share in the re- 
siduary estate) to be applied to the uses and purposes of 
said WILPF, United States Section, under the direction 
of the governing body of the same. 


We are deeply grateful to these members whose faith i 
One World is a daily source of strength. Piette 


FO UR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
National Literature Department 
2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under tde Act of March 3, 1879, 
Published monthly, except August and September. 
National Kg en Office, 1734 F St. N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 

ubscription price 50c Dingle copies 5c. 


Notes 
JANE ADDAMS BRANCH 


The Jane Addams Branch, newly organized to include 
women who wish to be members of the League but are out 
of convenient reach of local branches, has been accorded the 
same status as a State Branch. This should enable it to be 
genuinely effective. It will cover the country. The president, 
Hazel E. Foster, a former president of the Chicago Branch 
donated eight weeks of service to the League in the Phil- 
adelphia office this summer. It will be most helpful if all 
FOUR LIGHTS readers will make a kest of their friends 
and acquaintances (perhaps with the aid of their address 
books) who are possible prospects and send them to the 
president at Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia. You will 
be serving both them and our cause. 


NATIONAL BOARD AT ITHACA 


The fall meeting of the National Board will be held at 
Ithaca, New York, on November 19, 20, and 21. The pro- 
gram will be focussed on the work of our branches, so it is” 
important to plan now to send a representative to discuss 
branch problems and describe successful projects your branch 
may have completed or initiated. If you cannot be repre- 
sented at Ithaca, do write a letter to Mrs. Olmsted at 2006 
Walnut St., Philadelphia 3, covering these subjects. The 
National Board needs your cooperation for a fruitful meeting. 


The Central Council for Conscientious Objectors, recently or- 
ganized to meet the needs of CO’s as a result of the Selective Service 
Act of 1948, has made its headquarters in the Jane Addams House. 


CORRECTION 


We were sorry to note that the name of Dr. Hazel E. Foster of 
Spelman College, Atlanta, Georgia, was omitted from the list of 
National Board members published in the July issue of FOUR LIGHTS. 
Dr. Foster is the new president of the Jane Addams Branch, des- 
cribed elsewhere in this issue, and her name should have appeared 
with the list of state presidents. Our apologies to Dr. Foster. 
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